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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Kindschi to step down as dean of science/math 
Doug Kindschi has always been a man 
with a plan . While many of his plans have 
involved the Grand Valley community, 
this plan is personal. It takes him out of 
the role of dean of Science and 
Mathematics at the end of this fiscal year. 
Kindschi says after 28 years as dean, the 
eventual move back to the faculty is 
something he 's been planning for a while. 
"Grand Valley has been a wonderful place 
years ago, will be easier because of the legacy Kindschi leaves behind. 
Under Kindschi's leadership , seven new undergraduate programs and six 
new graduate programs were developed. More are currently under 
development . 
"We 're very sorry to lose Doug's expertise as a dean ," said Gayle Davis , 
provost and vice president for Academic Affairs. "He's been very suc-
cessful. We look forward to his continued work on our faculty and on 
special projects involving science and mathematics." 
to work, and I've appreciated the opportu- Doug Kindschi 
Student research has been a big initiative under Kindschi. Student 
Scholarship Day began as Student Research Day in the Science and 
nity to help build it," Kindschi said. "I got 
involved in full-time administration very early in life, and I always 
wanted to complete my career as a faculty member, but in a way that 
provides for an easy transition." 
Mathematics Division in 1996. It was so successful , it went university-
wide a short time later. During this past summer, 65 undergraduates in 
the SIM Division worked with faculty mentors in various research 
projects. Kindschi initiated the Annis Water Resources Institute in 1986. 
AWRI has been a very successful research effort and has brought in 
Transitioning away from the man who spearheaded the tremendous 
growth in the Science and Mathematics Division , which was created 20 continued on page 3 
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Fall music season begins with gold medal winner 
Grand Valley 's fall music season begins on a 
vibrant note with pianist Olga Kern, gold 
medal winner of the 2001 Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competition. The Russian 
pianist, hailed by critics for both her stunning 
musicianship and vivid stage presence, will 
also kick off Grand Valley's new Fall Arts 
Celebration. 
Kem will perform at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 10, at the Louis Armstrong Theatre 
of the Performing Arts Center. Tickets have 
sold out. A champagne reception with Kem 
follows the performance. 
The prestigious Van Cliburn Competition , held 
every four years in Fort Worth, Texas, attracts 
the world 's best young pianists, with finalists 
awarded significant cash prizes and interna-
tional concert tours . In June 2001, then-26-
year-old Kem became the first woman to be 
awarded the gold medal in more than 30 years. 
When Kern was 17, she received top honors in 
the Rachmaninoff International Piano 
Competition . She is now a laureate of 11 inter-
national competitions . 
Following her Van Cliburn victory, Kern 
made her Boston Pops debut and performed 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
at the Kennedy Center in a 
tribute to Van Cliburn. This 
season's engagements include 
performances with the Fort 
Worth, Puerto Rico , San 
Diego and Tucson Symphony 
orchestras, as well as tours 
with the Moscow Chamber 
Orchestra and the Warsaw 
Philharmonic. 
Kern's piano artistry has been 
hailed by reviewers throughout 
the world . The Dallas Morning 
News called her "a player of 
enormous brilliance and pas-
sion, and one who whips audi-
ences into frenzies." The 
Washington Post stated , 
Pianist Olga Kern begins Grand Valley's new Fall Arts 
Celebration with a performance on September 10. Tickets have 
sold out. 
"Kern 's musicality radiates off the stage and 
saturates the hall, and it is joyously alive, 
immediately communicative , fragrantly sensu-
al , and almost visual in intensity. Whatever it 
is - call it star quality - music likes Kem 
the way the camera liked Garbo." 
Her performance concludes Grand Valley 's 
presentation of the four medalists of the 2001 
Van Cliburn Competition. Grand Valley's Van 
Cliburn Medalist Concert Series is sponsored 
by Robert and Judith Hooker. 
Kern 's upcoming concert also serves as a 
beginning. It is the first event featured in the 
Fall Arts Celebration, which showcases 
acclaimed musicians , poets, artists, and schol-
ars on Grand Valley stages and in galleries 
from September through November. 
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Across Campus 
Information Technology projects 
will enhance infrastructure 
Initiatives by Information Technology will enhance Grand Valley's 
technology infrastructure for current and future commitments. 
• The Eberhard Center will house a Disaster/Recovery site for technology 
needs. Currently, IT houses telephone equipment for services between 
campuses on the building 's fifth floor. Funds were approved to expand the 
area to provide critical redundant technology services in case of disaster 
at the main operations center in Manitou Hall . The project is expected to 
be completed by the end of fall semester. 
• The Allendale and Grand Rapids campuses are connected via fiber 
owned by GVSU. This fiber carries many services including data, tele-
phones, WGVU and Charter Cable. There are two fiber links: the primary 
cable can handle large bandwidth requirements but the second cable is 
very limited. The second cable is being expanded to handle current and 
future bandwidth requirements. This project is expected to be completed 
this fall . 
• Grand Valley's 15-year-old telephone switch will be upgraded to handle 
future construction projects. Upgrading will allow for Voice over Internet 
Protocol (VoIP) technology to be integrated with the current telephone 
system. This will assist in areas where running direct fiber may not be 
cost effective (Muskegon SmartZone) . The upgrade will provide phone 
service to future housing projects and provide newer technologies that are 
energy cost-effective. 
Break-in suspect arrested 
Pew Campus security and Grand Rapids police coordinated their efforts 
and arrested a man breaking into a car in the Watson parking lot. He fell 
right into the police department's trap . 
James Ryan Clark , 22 , was arrested Sunday morning while breaking into 
a car that was actually placed in the lot by Grand Rapids police . He was 
arraigned the next day. 
There were eight vehicles broken into on the Pew Campus in a 10-day 
period in August. Six were in the Watson Lot , one in the De Vos Lot and 
one in the Seward Lot. That led to a cooperative effort to nab the person 
responsible. 
FORUM 
Volume 28, Number 5 GVFaces 
Al Wygant, director of Pew Campus security, said Grand Valley security 
officers worked closely with the Grand Rapids Police Department to 
increase patrols in GVSU's downtown lots. Officers made sure university 
residents downtown knew about the break-ins. They ordered a permanent 
camera for the Watson Lot and placed an undercover officer with binocu-
lars high up in a neighboring building. The cooperative effort worked. 
Wygant said Clark chose the wrong car that Sunday morning. 
"Grand Rapids police set up a vehicle in the Watson Lot with motion 
detectors and silent alarms," Wygant said. "At around eight o'clock in the 
morning , the alarms went off and police found Clark in the car, cutting 
wires." 
The suspect lives within two blocks of the Pew Campus. Clark is not a 
student, and Wygant said he has a criminal history. 
Reorganization task force report complete 
The Provost's Task Force report on reorganizing Grand Valley's academic 
units is available online. Provost Gayle Davis and committee members 
are seeking community comments and discussion . 
The report , at www.gvsu.edu/reorganization, details a model that includes 
realignment of some current divisions and changing names of academic 
units from "division" or "school" to "college." It also li sts a proposed 
timetable for implementation . An organization chart can be downloaded 
from the Web site . 
Davis said that Grand Valley has grown dramatically in size and scope 
since the current organization model was established in 1992-93. 
"The university needs to reconsider both its structure and its systems in 
order to advance most productively into the next phase of its history," she 
said. She invited the community "to take a university-wide perspective as 
we discuss how we define the best poss ible organization to promote 
Grand Valley, limit barriers, and enable a nimble response to our present 
and future opportunities." 
Discussion on the model will continue through October and early 
November, Davis said. She has set a late November deadline for campus 
recommendations to her. Comments and suggestions can be sent via a 
link on the Web site. The first Faculty Forum will be held Friday, 
September 5, from 1-3 p .m. in Loosemore Auditorium at the DeVos 
Center. 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Infonnation Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submiss ion 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 6 16-331 -2250 . 
Jo Ann Wassenaar, Women's Center 
adjunct assistant director 
duties as assistant 
director to be "more 
hands-on, with program 
development and over-
sight." 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affinnative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online 
publication , on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
After three years in various positions at Grand 
Valley, Jo Ann Wassenaar will start a new job as 
adjunct assistant director of the Women's Center. 
"I worked in adult education for 15 years as a busi-
ness manager. I made a career change because 
[state] funding was ending," Wassenaar said. 
At GVSU, she worked in Facilities Services, and 
then as office coordinator for the Women 's Center 
when that department was established. 
Of her initial years at GVSU , she said, "I had a clear 
vision in my mind of where I had been, what my 
strengths were , and where I saw myself going in the 
next five years." 
With that in mind , Wassenaar worked as a graduate 
assistant in the Women's Center last fall when it 
moved to its new location in the Kirkhof Center. She 
had many responsibilities , including planning events 
like the first golf tournament. She said she expects 
Wassenaar is also tak-
ing classes toward a 
master 's degree in 
public administration. 
"I look forward to 
graduating in 
December," she said. 
Jo Ann Wassenaar 
"I enjoy working on women's issues and look for-
ward to continuing in this field ." 
GV Faces 
Help us tell the interesting stories behind Grand 
Valley by nominating someone for a profile . 
E-mail the Forum, forum@gvsu.edu, with names 
and contact information. 
Across Campus 
TRIO programs receive 
funding; service-learning 
component explored 
Following an inspiring trip to a Native 
American reservation, the director of the TRIO 
program wants to develop a service-learning 
opportunity for Grand Valley students involved 
in the McNair Scholars program or high school 
students in Upward Bound. 
Amie Smith Alexander went to the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota in May with a 
local community group. Most of the 40 ,000 
Oglala Lakota Indians there live far below the 
poverty line. Keith Titus, a former Alpena 
Community College professor from Grand 
Haven , established a non-profit organization 
(Re-Member) that brings community service 
What's Ahead 
groups to 
the reserva-
tion to learn 
about the 
culture and 
help 
improve the 
quality of 
life for 
residents . 
During their 
week at Pine 
Ridge , 
Smith Arnie Smith Alexander 
Alexander said her group sanded and stained 
beds . "For many of these individuals, it was the 
first time they slept in beds ," she said. "I've 
seen pove11y before, but when I was there , I 
didn 't even feel like I was in this country." 
••• 
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In August, Smith Alexander went to Pablo , 
Montana, for a TRIO Training Institute to learn 
how to retain and attract Native American col-
lege students. Smith Alexander said she and 
Sarah Lopez, director of TRIO's Talent Search 
program , plan to develop a similar program at 
Grand Valley. 
Three TRIO programs (McNair, Upward Bound 
and Upward Bound Math and Science) that rely 
on federal grants were refunded for the next 
five years, allowing for development of a new 
program. Grants for all three programs totaled 
$3 .9 million. 
"I'd like to develop a service-learning compo-
nent for McNair scholars that would recruit 
Native American students to Grand Valley, 
retain those here and develop a working rela-
tionship with Indian reservations in Michigan ," 
Shared exhibit of Dutch prints opens at 
Holland cultural institutions 
• De Pree Art Gallery, 5-6:30 p.m., "Meet the Collector, Cyril Lixenberg." 
Visitors can meet the Dutch artist and collector who assembled the collec-
tion on exhibit; 
An unprecedented collaboration between Holland arts and cultural institu-
• Holland Area Arts Council, Reception 6:30-8:30 p.m., with remarks by 
President Mark A. Murray at 7 p.m. tions features an exhibit of Dutch prints from Grand Valley's 
permanent collection that opens in five locations. 
"Shared Impressions: Contemporary Dutch 
Prints" opens Friday, September 5, at the 
Holland Museum , Holland Area Arts Council, 
De Pree Art Gallery of Hope College, Freedom 
Village, and GVSU Meijer Campus. The shared 
exhibit presents a sampling of a collection of 
500 prints by contemporary Dutch artists donated 
to Grand Valley through a gift from Holland resi-
dents James and Donna Brooks, a board trustee . 
There are more than 130 prints on display at the five locations . They are 
representative of a significant collection assembled by Amsterdam sculptor 
and graphic artist Cyril Lixenberg . The result is a showcase of the many 
styles , movements, and controversies that characterize Dutch works on 
paper over the last half-century. Artists include such high-profile names as 
Barbara Hepworth, Victor Vasarel and Karel Appel. 
Women's Welcome Reception planned 
The public is invited to free opening receptions for 
"Shared Impressions" on Friday, September 
"Tales of Flowers," a 
silkscreen by Renake 
Vincker, is one of the 
Dutch prints on exhibit in 
"Shared Impressions" in 
Holland. 
12, at three of the participating organizations 
- all located within walking distance of 
each other. A schedule of opening receptions 
and events follows: 
To celebrate the start of the academic year, a Women 's Welcome 
Reception is planned for September 17 , 5-6:30 p.m., in room 215/216 of 
the Kirkhof Center. New and returning students, faculty and staff mem-
bers are welcome. 
Provost Gayle Davis will give opening remarks and campus women's 
groups will give updates on initiatives and plans for the year. 
• Holland Museum, 5-6:30 p.m ., "Family Printmaking . .. Just for Fun," 
with activities for the whole family; 
Event sponsors are the Women 's Center, Women 's Commission , Office of 
Equity and Planning, Positive Black Women and Women and Gender 
Studies. 
···----------------------------
Kindschi plans one-year sabbatical before returning to teaching 
continued from page 1 
more than $25 million in grants and gifts. 
Colleagues and university leaders credit 
Kindschi with forging other lasting initiatives, 
including the Regional Math and Science 
Center and Grand Valley's participation in the 
Science Olympiad Program. Other examples of 
Grand Valley partnerships supported through 
his vision include the Van Andel Research 
Institute, Grand Rapids Medical Education and 
Research Center and Grand Rapids African 
American Health Institute. 
President Mark A. Murray sums up his respect 
for Kindschi and his work by citing Grand 
Valley's excellence in health sc iences over 
many years and its continued forward progress . 
"We are increasingly respected in engineering. 
Our Regional Math and Science Center, our 
preparation of science and math teachers, our 
pre-med strength and so many other features of 
science and math education are compelling 
evidence of the many great contributions Dean 
Kindschi has made to this university and the 
whole region," Murray said. "Like any good 
leadership, his successes are the successes of so 
many people he worked with , but his vision and 
his tenacity have been essential elements." 
Donna Larson is one of the people who has 
worked side by side with Kindschi - for 17 
years. The associate dean can't say enough 
about the man she considers a steady mentor. 
"Every single one of those years has been a 
wonderful journey into a brighter future for 
Grand Valley," Larson said. "Doug has been a 
terrific dean; one with high energy, incredible 
vision, superb leadership, honesty, fairness and 
the tenacity and skill to fight for what he knew 
would be best for the university." 
Kindschi's last day as dean will be June 30, 
2004. He plans to take a year-long sabbatical 
before his return to the faculty. Because of the 
reorganization of the academic units underway 
at Grand Valley, Davis said any decision 
regarding a replacement will be delayed. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline (616) 331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through September 19 
Gallery Hours: Art Department exhibit. "Set Sail 
for Engineering: The Wooden Shoe Regatta," 
featuring wooden sailboats designed by 
engineering students. Art Gallery, PAC. Call 
x 12564 for more information. 
Tues., Sept. 2 
7 p.m .: Campus Life Night. FH, RC. Call 
xl3313 for more information. 
Wed., Sept. 3 
5:30-8:30 p.m.: Campus Wellness Aerobics 
"How To" Sessions. Dance Studio, RC. Call 
x 13659 for more information. 
Thurs., Sept. 4 
All Day: St. Mary's Mammography Unit offers 
fully paid mammograms for members of the 
GVSU Group Medical Plan and Flexible 
Medical Plan. Allendale Campus , Lot G. Call 
St. Mary's at 752-6266 or 800-639-6266 to 
schedule an appointment. 
6-9 p.m.: RAD (Rape Aggression Defense) sys-
tem class teaches self-defense tactics and 
techniques for women. Contact Bruce 
Morningstar at x13255 for information. 
Fri., Sept. 5 
8:30-11:30 a.m. and 1-4 p.m.: Human Resources 
Leadership Development Program. 
"Conducting On-The-Job Training." 
University Club Room, DEV (8:30-11:30 
a.m.) and KC 250 (l-4 p.m.). Call xl2215 for 
more information. 
1-3 p.m.: Faculty Forum. Discussion on reorgan-
ization report. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
Mon., Sept. 6 
12 noon-1 p.m .: Volunteer GVSU and the 
Excellence in Leadership Workshop Series 
present speaker Paul Loeb, author "Soul of A 
Citizen" and "Generations at the Crossroads." 
Grand River Room , KC. Call xl2345 for 
more information. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 331-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Wed., Sept. 3 
3 p.m.: Women's Tennis. GRCC at Grand Valley. 
Thurs., Sept. 4 
7 p.m .: Women's Soccer at Cal State University 
Chico , CA. 
VENTS 
Fri., Sept. 5 
TBA: Cross Country at Grand Valley. 
4 p.m.: Women 's Soccer at Dominican 
University of California. San Rafael , CA. 
Fri.-Sun., Sept. 5-7 
TBA: Volleyball. Days Inn Classic at Grand 
Valley. 
Sat., Sept. 6 
10 a.m.: Women's Tennis at Ferris State 
University, Big Rapids. 
9 p.m .: Football at UC Davis. Davis, CA. 
Sat.-Sun., Sept. 6-7 
All Day: Men's Golf at Northern Michigan 
University, Marquette. 
All Day: Women's Golf at Ball State University. 
Muncie , IN. 
Sun., Sept. 7 
11 a.m.: Women 's Soccer at San Francisco State 
University. San Francisco, CA. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Philip Mitri , Institutional Marketing media pro-
duction specialist, was interviewed by Hi, an 
Arabic-language magazine published and distrib-
uted in the Middle East by the U.S. State 
Department, about his Lebanese-American back-
ground and professional successes. 
Writing department faculty members Dan Royer 
and Roger Gilles were interviewed by the 
Ventura County (California) Star for a story 
about a pilot program launched by California 
State University Channel Islands to place stu-
dents into first-year writing classes using direct-
ed self-placement, a method created by Royer 
and Gilles at GVSU in the mid- '90s. 
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a 
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu. 
Sketches 
Bopi Biddanda , assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, participated in a 
research cruise on board National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 's RIV Laurentian to 
study harmful algal blooms in Lake Erie. 
Shaily Menon, associate professor of biology, 
presented a paper, titled "Informatics for 
Biodiversity Conservation and Carbon 
Sequestration: Are the Differences Irreconcilable 
or Can We Fill the Gaps and Plug the Leaks?" at 
the Ecological Informatics Conference and 
Workshop in Bangalore, India. 
Walter Moore, assistant director of the Athletics 
Advising Center, was appointed to the NCAA 
Minority Opportunities and Interest Committee, 
with a term beginning in September. 
Philip Mitri , Institutional Marketing media pro-
duction specialist, received five awards from the 
University and College Designers Association 
for three pieces: "Little Women" poster, John 
Kamm poster, and Poetry Night poster. 
Jamal Alsabbagh , associate professor of com-
puter science, presented a paper, titled "ODscan: 
On-Demand Database Scan Approach to Mining 
Large Itemsets ," at the 2003 International 
Conference on Information and Knowledge 
Engineering in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Ran-E Hong, assistant professor of modem 
languages , presented a paper, titled "Astrology at 
the Crossroad of Cultures: The Example of 
Moliere," at the 35th Annual Meeting of the 
North American Society for Seventeenth-Century 
French Literature at Dartmouth College. 
Jim Goode, professor of history and coordinator 
of Middle East Studies, wrote a chapter, titled 
"The United States, the Middle East , and Africa 
between the World Wars," which was included 
in the annotated bibliography, American Foreign 
Relations Since 1600: A Guide to the Literature. 
Edward Baum, scientist-in-residence at the 
Honors College , was elected as Michigan 's repre-
sentative to the Upper Midwest Collegiate 
Honors Council at the annual meeting at Iowa 
State University. He also presented a paper, titled 
"Chemical Reactions of Common Substances: A 
Guided-Inquiry Laboratory," at the Mid-Atlantic 
Development Chemistry Conference held at 
Franklin and Marshall College. 
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